Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ)
Innovative Level 3 qualification supporting the
transition to work and higher education
What is the EPQ?
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a
nationally recognised qualification at Level 3,
carrying performance points and up to 28
UCAS points.
The EPQ is a single piece of work that requires
a high degree of planning, preparation,
research and autonomous working. Students
are free to choose the topic for their project,
however they must show that it is useful for
their progression and is linked to their programme of study or their future career.
ASDAN’s EPQ has the same specification as
those offered by other awarding organisations.
It can be completed as either a 5,000 word
dissertation or an artefact or performance
accompanied by a 1,000 word report.

How is ASDAN’s EPQ different?
ASDAN’s EPQ has an additional focus on completing the EPQ as part of a work placement.
This could be a dissertation linked to a work
placement, or an artefact and report created
as part of a work placement.

“As the new EPQ ASDAN
is delivering gives students
the opportunity to gain
valuable employability
skills through attendance
at a work placement and
completing a work based
project, we believe that
successful completion of this
qualification will prepare
learners for further study in
higher education and beyond
into employment.”
Katie Jenkins,
Director,
Marketing and
Future Students,
UWE Bristol

Learn more  www.asdan.org.uk/epq

Course content
The ASDAN EPQ begins with a taught element
(30 hours) to support learners in designing and
carrying out their project.
The main project element of the qualification
requires learners to plan, carry out and review
an extended project of their own choice. The
project can be linked to a work experience
placement or a subject of study.
The total qualification time for the ASDAN
Level 3 EPQ is 120 hours; the qualification is
graded A*–E.

Materials and resources
A number of resources are available to
support learners, teachers, parents and
employers involved in the ASDAN EPQ:
• Specification, centre handbook and
teacher guide
• Guide for employers
• What’s in it for me? and What’s in it for
them? booklets for learners and parents
• Teacher and learner resources to support
the taught element
• Learner project ideas guide
• Mandatory forms
• Graded exemplar project

The ASDAN EPQ promotes the development of
study and employability skills, valued by higher
education and employers.
The unique benefit of building the EPQ around
a work placement is that learners will get
more value from the placement and be able
to demonstrate to future employers that they
have gained real-world experience and skills.

2. Choosing a project

EPQ

Key questions or
topics covered

Challenge, design, structure, redefining project objectives.

Activities

• Review of previous session, stressing the link between challenge and
grading potential
• Group work 1: Learners to share National Careers Service diagnostic
test results with group to identify strengths and weaknesses in relation to the assessment objectives. Individuals conduct SWOT analysis
for group and individually
• Group work 2: Groups to look at the graded exemplar project and look
for evidence of how weaknesses have been overcome
• Discuss the graded exemplar project and the time frame that has
been applied. Discuss the project structure in terms of pre-research,
project title, research, findings, testing, application, summary
• The research aspect of the qualification is made explicit. Ask students
’what makes a good research question?’
• Group work 3: Use the project ideas found in the learner guide to
create a detailed project plan using documentation for one project
and feedback to group. Students spend time discussing project objectives, checking they are focused and clear
• Comment on the projects as reported back with a focus on strengths
and weaknesses in communication, clarity and effective potential
time management
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Learner guide
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The qualification will also help learners looking
to progress to higher education as it develops
independent study skills, which are crucial for
success at university.

Study skills
Employability skills
Resources
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Benefits for learners

• What might be good topic for EPQ?
• What question might work well?
• Students begin first draft of their project proposal.
• Project plans have a focused objective with a clear research question.
Look at National Careers Service diagnostic test results to identify three
potential industries or sectors
Communication

Project planning

Teamwork
• Learner guide (p.16–28)
• Graded exemplar project
• National Careers Service Skills Health Check:
nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/skills-health-check
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EPQ training
These full-day workshops provide full training to deliver ASDAN’s
EPQ. The sessions are aimed at EPQ co-ordinators and assessment leads, but would also be of benefit to EPQ supervisors.

Thursday 4th July 2019
ORT House, Camden Town, London NW1

Tuesday 9th July 2019
ASDAN main office, St George, Bristol BS5
To book your place, please visit: www.asdan.org.uk/training/epq
Full-day workshops 9.30am – 3.30pm. Workshops cost £213.15 per
delegate and £154.90 for additional delegates from the same centre
attending the same event. Costs include materials and refreshments.
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